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As teachers and educationalists what do we love about chemistry? For many of us the wonder of seeing an experiment, understanding the chemistry taking place, learning skills to enable us to repeat experiments and carry out new investigations is what really inspired us to become chemists.  Getting in the lab and carrying out experiments “hands on” to help understand the theory and gain experience is great training.  However, these days as students progress from school to university many have a gap showing they do not possess the practical skills to move on to a higher-level chemistry course or are confident or qualified to move into industry.  This talk will discuss some of the various practical techniques we hope students will gain during GCSE, A level and Vocational L2/L3 courses and the challenge of introducing these skills into a very packed school curriculum.  How can this situation be improved? 

